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Introduction to Rājasūyam Prabandham

Dr. K. Raghavan Pillai

Curator, Manuscripts Library, Trivandrum

The Prabandham literature is a proper representative of the Kerala Sanskrit literature. Pra-
bandham literature has a keralite flavour since it is related to cākyār kūttu. Due to the
relation with cākyār kūttu, it is placed in the group of plays. It is to be remembered that
cākyārs used plays as well for kūttu. It may be stated that, these are useful literary creations
in a special way. India and Kerala have a tradition in which even works such as Rāmāyan. a
which are either in pure verse or prose form also became tools for the cultural growth of
the society through recitals and discourses. The Prabandhams used in cākyār kūttu, which
may be considered as a sort of visual art aimed at the society, deserve a special place in this
tradition. Since the poet needs to compose the poem, considering the listener, the majority
of our Prabandhams do have a special quality and clarity. Since the cākyār has to perform
in front of the audience the same plot which is enacted in a play by many actors using
costumes and make up, without these supports, only using spoken word, expressions and
signs, the author of the Prabandham has to pay special attention to impart quality, strength
and dramatization to the composition.
It seems that Melputtūr Nārāyan.a Bhat.t.atiri, poet, devotee and scholar, has to be rendered
first among the composers of Prabandham. Bhat.t.atiri composed Sanskrit Prabandhams as
requested by his dear friend Kut.t.añceri Iravi Cākyār. There is a saying about the number of
Prabandhams composed by Bhat.t.atiri. The famous saying Pat.t.eri (Bhat.t.atiri) Prabandhams
are ten may not be based on facts. The saying may be implying that ten Prabandhams of
Bhat.t.atiri are more famous than others. Ul.l.ūr opines that (1) it can be stated without doubt
that the twenty Prabandhams,

1. Rājasūyam

2. Dūtavākyam

3. Pāñcāl̄i Svayamvaram

4. Nāl.āyan. ī caritam

5. Sundopasundopākhyānam

6. Subhadrāharan. am

7. Kaunteyās. t.akam

8. Kirātam

9. Kailasavarn. anam

10. Matsyāvatāram
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11. Nr.gamoks.am

12. Niranunāsikam or Śūrpan. akhāpralāpam

13. Rāks.asotpatti

14. Ahalyāmoks.am

15. Bālakān. d. am

16. Daks.ayajñam

17. Tripuradahanam

18. As.t.ami Campu

19. Svāhā Sudhākaram and

20. Kot̄iviraham

are composed by Bhat.t.atiri. Vat.akkumkūr Rāja Rāja Varma opines that Bhat.t.atiri has
composed more than thirty campus. In Vat.akkumkūr’s opinion (2),

1. Rājasūyam

2. Gajendramoks.am

3. Nāradamohanam

4. Subhadrāharan. am

5. Niranunāsikam

6. As.t.ami Prabandham

7. Pāñcāl̄i Svayamvaram

8. Bhagavaddūtu

9. Matsyāvatāram

10. Bhīs.ma Svargati

11. Pārvatī Svayamvaram

12. Daks.a Yāgam

13. Nr.gamoks.am

14. Svāhā Sudhākaram
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15. Kalyān. a Saugandhikam

16. Syamantakam

17. Pañcendropākhyānam

18. Santānagopālam

19. Tripuradahanam

20. Kucelavr.ttam and

21. Rukmāṅgada caritam

are some of the important Prabandhams composed by Bhat.t.atiri. In any case, at this stage,
it may be only stated that Rājasūyam Prabandham need not be considered in the argument
about the Prabandhams composed by Bhat.t.atiri.
There is a story about the reason for Bhat.t.atiri’s composition of Rājasūyam Prabandham.
The story is that, this work which describes the Rājasūya yāga of Dharmaputra was com-
posed as a reply to the ridicule by Namp̄ūtiris expert in the vedic rituals that, Bhat.t.atiri’s
knowledge was less in topics related to śrauta. It is not known whether this story is true
or false. If it is true, let us say thanks again to it for prompting Bhat.t.atiri to compose
Rājasūyam Prabandham of this nature activating that famous pride of knowledge and the
tendency to mock at others, which imparted energy and direction to work to many others
like El

¯
uttacchan. We wonder whether how many of them would be able to compose a poem

of exemplary beauty about the vedic ritual of Rājasūya which is known by rot by the ritu-
alists and in which they hold the responsibility of conduction. Bhat.t.atiri has composed an
excellent Prabandham treating the act of Rājasūya as per the ordained style.
An important fact which strikes our mind deeply whenever we read Bhat.t.atiri’s compositions
is his wonderful control power on words. This poet magician’s style is to attract words using
creative power and make them dance. Just like other compositions, Rājasūyam Prabandham
also declares that he was not a poet fisherman who composed poems with dead words,
picking up each word with tremendous effort by diving into the sea of sweat. The verses and
prose portions supporting this opinion can be seen on any page of Rājasūyam Prabandham.
Hence special examples are not cited.
The expertise of the poet in using ornamental phrases is also seen in this composition. But
the ornamental phrases such as simili and rūpakam are used rarely. The poet has mostly
used virodhābhāsam arising out of śl.es.a in the field of ornamental phrases in Rājasūyam Pra-
bandham. These are relevant in this work, in which wordly duels, ridicules and contemptual
praises are to be necessarily used mostly. In the context where Śísupāla abuses Śr̄ikr.s.n. a, we
can observe the contemptual praises and contempts ending as praises. See how expertly the
poet has handled the contemptual words in verse 93 (Māyāmātrād). Here we have to remem-
ber the fact that the words used by Śísupāla should end in praise of Śr̄ikr.s.n. a is necessary for
both Śísupāla, who was a servant of Vis.n.u in his former birth and who is moving towards the
attainment of Vis.n.u again through hatred, and Bhat.t.atiri, the best among Kr.s.n. a devotees.
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The scene where Śísupāla abuses Bh̄is.ma gives the proof of Bhat.t.atiri’s ability to use words
of sharp good humour, verse 112 (s.an. d. atvād). Observe the flavour of humour in the poem.
Even though Melputtūr Nārāyan.a Bhat.t.atiri was not a mere scholar poet, he was a poet who
was a scholar as well. In Rājasūyam Prabandham, the scholarship of the poet stands behind
the poetics, gracefully out of the way. Even then, covering its face, that scholarship peeps
out occasionally. The poet states how the wife of Pān.d. avas and the virtuous Pārs.ati came
to experience kuśabda in verse 49 thus: kuśai pavam .... The poet’s skill as a grammarian
casts a shadow in the verse 27.
To the question, which talent of Nārāyan. a Bhat.t.atiri who is famous as an academician,
scholar, devotee and poet is predominant in Rājasūyam Prabandham, I think the devotee
and poet excel the other aspects. While describing Śr̄ikr.s.n. a, who is honoured by Agrya
Pūja in Rājasūyam, through Bh̄is.ma’s words, the poet has used highly devotional verses
and prose. Here, I only draw the reader’s attention to the description of Kr.is.n. a’s avatars
by the grand old sire Bh̄is.ma, when Śísupāla abuses Kr.s.n. a (verses 103 to 117). At the end
of the description dealing with the power of Kr.is.n. a, the poet himself states that murārirapi
hars.avikārāvegādātmastutistviti nigūhya kathañcidastād.
The time of Melputtūr is almost certain. He was born in M. E 785 (A. D. 1560) in Ponnani
Taluk, Kurumpattur amśam, in the illam (house) of Melputtūr which is sanskritised as
uparinavagrāmam by Melputtūr (3) himself. The legend says that his mother’s house was
Payyūr illam. It is considered that he died in M. E. 823 (A. D. 1648). Another opinion is
that he died in M. E. 841 (A. D. 1666 ). This does not appear to be logical. Even though
there is no impossibility of living up to the age of 106, it is doubtful, whether he can compose
a work, Śrīpādasaptati at the age of 106. There is also a legend that during his last years,
he lived worshipping the Goddess of Mukkolakkal, composed Śrīpādasaptati praising the
Goddess and he did not live for long thereafter.
Along with the Rājasūyam Prabandham which is being published currently as the 100th
book of the Malayalam series, a Malayalam commentary is also included which appears to
be ancient. We have only one manuscript copy of this commentary. We do not know who
the author is. Right at the beginning of the commentary, it is stated that Kulaśekhara
bhūpateh prītaye Rājasūyākhya kāvyam vyākhyāyate mama. If the opinion that the reign
of Kulaśekhara was during A.D. 800 to 1102 (4) is right, who may be this Kulaśekhara
mentioned by the commentator of Nārāyan.a Bhat.t.atiri who lived after A. D. 1560?. There
is also an opinion (5) that the person who modernized kūttu is Kulaśekhara Perumāl., the
founder of second Cera empire. If that is so, this Kulaśekhara may have been ordained as the
preceptor of kūttu. It may be that the commentator, who wrote a Malayalam commentary
for Rājasūyam Prabandam, which can be used in cākyār kūttu which was composed for a
famous cākyār for using in a kūttu may have mentioned Kulaśekhara as the preceptor with
special relevance. Or the commentator may have mentioned a sponsor king having a title
of Kulaśekhara. In any case, now, while printing and publishing a good ancient Malayalam
commentary, we have no course other than being silent about its author.
The research officers Sri M. Madhavan Pillai, Sri N. Raghavan Nair and assistant research
officer Sri S. Mualidharan Nair have assisted me in the publication of this book. I am
indebted to them and the owners of Press Ramses who completed the printing correctly.
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K. Raghavan Pillai, Curator
Thiruvananthapuram, 12-05-1959

(1) Kerala Sahitya Charitram, Volume 2, page 357.
(2) Sahityacharitram Prasthanangalilute, published by N.B.S., page 493.
(3) Towards the end of Prakriyāsarvasvam, in the verse starting with bhūkhan. d. e keralākhye
saritamiha nil.āmuttarenaiva nāvāks.etrāt gāvūtimātre punaruparinavagrāmanāmni ... .
(4) Elamkulam Kunhan Pillai, Keralacharithrathile irulatanja etukal, chila kerala charithra
prasnangal, part 2.
(5) Sahityacharitram Prasthanangalilute, published by N.B.S., Page 705.

Translated by A. Purushothaman, 2006.
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