S ECENCESE

AL ATE0 g fafe

Rajasuyam Prabandham

Melputtur Narayana Bhattatiri



This text is based on

MESCENEE |
Heo L ATaaw Wgiafe

Rajasuyam Prabandham
Melputtur Narayana Bhattatiri

(With an old Malayalam Commentary)

Published by Dr. K. Raghavan Pillai, B.A. (Hons.), Ph. D. (London), Curator, Manuscripts
Library, Trivandrum, 1134/1959. Kerala University Malayalam Series No. 100. Printed at
Press Ramses, Trivandrum.

(Version in Devanagari lipi typed by A. Harindranath (2005-2006) using Devanagari for
TEX Version 2.0)



Introduction to Rajasuyam Prabandham

Dr. K. Raghavan Pillai
Curator, Manuscripts Library, Trivandrum

The Prabandham literature is a proper representative of the Kerala Sanskrit literature. Pra-
bandham literature has a keralite flavour since it is related to cakyar kuttu. Due to the
relation with cakyar kuttu, it is placed in the group of plays. It is to be remembered that
cakyars used plays as well for kuttu. It may be stated that, these are useful literary creations
in a special way. India and Kerala have a tradition in which even works such as Ramayana
which are either in pure verse or prose form also became tools for the cultural growth of
the society through recitals and discourses. The Prabandhams used in cakyar kuttu, which
may be considered as a sort of visual art aimed at the society, deserve a special place in this
tradition. Since the poet needs to compose the poem, considering the listener, the majority
of our Prabandhams do have a special quality and clarity. Since the cakyar has to perform
in front of the audience the same plot which is enacted in a play by many actors using
costumes and make up, without these supports, only using spoken word, expressions and
signs, the author of the Prabandham has to pay special attention to impart quality, strength
and dramatization to the composition.

It seems that Melputtir Narayana Bhattatiri, poet, devotee and scholar, has to be rendered
first among the composers of Prabandham. Bhattatiri composed Sanskrit Prabandhams as
requested by his dear friend Kuttanceri Iravi Cakyar. There is a saying about the number of
Prabandhams composed by Bhattatiri. The famous saying Patteri (Bhattatiri) Prabandhams
are ten may not be based on facts. The saying may be implying that ten Prabandhams of
Bhattatiri are more famous than others. Ullar opines that (1) it can be stated without doubt
that the twenty Prabandhams,

1. Rajasuyam

2. Dutavakyam

3. Pancali Svayamvaram

4. Nalayani caritam

5. Sundopasundopakhyanam
6. Subhadraharanam

7. Kaunteyastakam

8. Kiratam

9. Kailasavarnanam

10. Matsyavataram



11. Nrgamoksam

12. Niranunasikam or gﬂrpanak‘hdpmldpam
13. Raksasotpatti

14. Ahalyamoksam

15. Balakandam

16. Daksayajnam

17. Tripuradahanam

18. Astami Campu

19. Svaha Sudhakaram and

20. Kotiwiraham

are composed by Bhattatiri. Vatakkumkiir Raja Raja Varma opines that Bhattatiri has
composed more than thirty campus. In Vatakkumkir’s opinion (2),

1. Rajasuyam

2. Gajendramoksam

3. Naradamohanam

4. Subhadraharanam

5. Niranunasikam

6. Astami Prabandham
7. Pancali Svayamvaram
8. Bhagavaddutu

9. Matsyavataram

10. Bhisma Svargati

11. Parvati Svayamvaram
12. Daksa Yagam

13. Nrgamoksam

14. Svaha Sudhakaram



15. Kalyana Saugandhikam
16. Syamantakam

17. Pancendropakhyanam
18. Santanagopalam

19. Tripuradahanam

20. Kucelavrttam and

21. Rukmangada caritam

are some of the important Prabandhams composed by Bhattatiri. In any case, at this stage,
it may be only stated that Rajasuyam Prabandham need not be considered in the argument
about the Prabandhams composed by Bhattatiri.

There is a story about the reason for Bhattatiri’s composition of Rajasuyam Prabandham.
The story is that, this work which describes the Rajastiya yaga of Dharmaputra was com-
posed as a reply to the ridicule by Namputiris expert in the vedic rituals that, Bhattatiri’s
knowledge was less in topics related to srauta. It is not known whether this story is true
or false. If it is true, let us say thanks again to it for prompting Bhattatiri to compose
Rajasuyam Prabandham of this nature activating that famous pride of knowledge and the
tendency to mock at others, which imparted energy and direction to work to many others
like Eluttacchan. We wonder whether how many of them would be able to compose a poem
of exemplary beauty about the vedic ritual of Rajastiya which is known by rot by the ritu-
alists and in which they hold the responsibility of conduction. Bhattatiri has composed an
excellent Prabandham treating the act of Rajastiya as per the ordained style.

An important fact which strikes our mind deeply whenever we read Bhattatiri’s compositions
is his wonderful control power on words. This poet magician’s style is to attract words using
creative power and make them dance. Just like other compositions, Rajasuyam Prabandham
also declares that he was not a poet fisherman who composed poems with dead words,
picking up each word with tremendous effort by diving into the sea of sweat. The verses and
prose portions supporting this opinion can be seen on any page of Rajasuyam Prabandham.
Hence special examples are not cited.

The expertise of the poet in using ornamental phrases is also seen in this composition. But
the ornamental phrases such as simili and rupakam are used rarely. The poet has mostly
used virodhabhasam arising out of slesa in the field of ornamental phrases in Rajasuyam Pra-
bandham. These are relevant in this work, in which wordly duels, ridicules and contemptual
praises are to be necessarily used mostly. In the context where Siéupéla abuses Sﬁklﬁ{la, we
can observe the contemptual praises and contempts ending as praises. See how expertly the
poet has handled the contemptual words in verse 93 (Mayamatrad). Here we have to remem-
ber the fact that the words used by Sis’upéla should end in praise of S,ﬁkwna is necessary for
both Sis’upéla, who was a servant of Visnu in his former birth and who is moving towards the
attainment of Visnu again through hatred, and Bhattatiri, the best among Krsna devotees.



The scene where Sis’upéla abuses Bhisma gives the proof of Bhattatiri’s ability to use words
of sharp good humour, verse 112 (sandatvad). Observe the flavour of humour in the poem.
Even though Melputtiir Narayana Bhattatiri was not a mere scholar poet, he was a poet who
was a scholar as well. In Rajasuyam Prabandham, the scholarship of the poet stands behind
the poetics, gracefully out of the way. Even then, covering its face, that scholarship peeps
out occasionally. The poet states how the wife of Pandavas and the virtuous Parsati came
to experience kusabda in verse 49 thus: kuSai pavam .... The poet’s skill as a grammarian
casts a shadow in the verse 27.

To the question, which talent of Narayana Bhattatiri who is famous as an academician,
scholar, devotee and poet is predominant in Rajasuyam Prabandham, 1 think the devotee
and poet excel the other aspects. While describing S,ﬁkrsna, who is honoured by Agrya
Piuja in Rajastiyam, through Bhisma’s words, the poet has used highly devotional verses
and prose. Here, I only draw the reader’s attention to the description of Krisna’s avatars
by the grand old sire Bhisma, when Siéupéla abuses Krsna (verses 103 to 117). At the end
of the description dealing with the power of Krisna, the poet himself states that murarirapi
harsavikaravegadatmastutistviti niguhya kathancidastad.

The time of Melputtur is almost certain. He was born in M. E 785 (A. D. 1560) in Ponnani
Taluk, Kurumpattur am$am, in the illam (house) of Melputtur which is sanskritised as
uparinavagramam by Melputtur (3) himself. The legend says that his mother’s house was
Payyur illam. It is considered that he died in M. E. 823 (A. D. 1648). Another opinion is
that he died in M. E. 841 (A. D. 1666 ). This does not appear to be logical. Even though
there is no impossibility of living up to the age of 106, it is doubtful, whether he can compose
a work, gri—pddasaptati at the age of 106. There is also a legend that during his last years,
he lived worshipping the Goddess of Mukkolakkal, composed 5ri})ddasaptati praising the
Goddess and he did not live for long thereafter.

Along with the Rajasuyam Prabandham which is being published currently as the 100th
book of the Malayalam series, a Malayalam commentary is also included which appears to
be ancient. We have only one manuscript copy of this commentary. We do not know who
the author is. Right at the beginning of the commentary, it is stated that Kulasekhara
bhipateh pritaye Rajastuyakhya kavyam vyakhyayate mama. If the opinion that the reign
of Kulasekhara was during A.D. 800 to 1102 (4) is right, who may be this Kulasekhara
mentioned by the commentator of Narayana Bhattatiri who lived after A. D. 15607. There
is also an opinion (5) that the person who modernized kuttu is Kulasekhara Perumal, the
founder of second Cera empire. If that is so, this Kulasekhara may have been ordained as the
preceptor of kuttu. It may be that the commentator, who wrote a Malayalam commentary
for Rajasuyam Prabandam, which can be used in cakyar kuttu which was composed for a
famous cakyar for using in a kuttu may have mentioned Kulasekhara as the preceptor with
special relevance. Or the commentator may have mentioned a sponsor king having a title
of Kulasekhara. In any case, now, while printing and publishing a good ancient Malayalam
commentary, we have no course other than being silent about its author.

The research officers Sri M. Madhavan Pillai, Sri N. Raghavan Nair and assistant research
officer Sri S. Mualidharan Nair have assisted me in the publication of this book. I am
indebted to them and the owners of Press Ramses who completed the printing correctly.



K. Raghavan Pillai, Curator
Thiruvananthapuram, 12-05-1959

(1) Kerala Sahitya Charitram, Volume 2, page 357.

(2) Sahityacharitram Prasthanangalilute, published by N.B.S., page 493.

(3) Towards the end of Prakriyasarvasvam, in the verse starting with bhukhande keralakhye
saritamiha nilamuttarenaiva navaksetrat gavutimatre punaruparinavagramanamni ... .

(4) Elamkulam Kunhan Pillai, Keralacharithrathile irulatanja etukal, chila kerala charithra
prasnangal, part 2.

(5) Sahityacharitram Prasthanangalilute, published by N.B.S., Page 705.

Translated by A. Purushothaman, 2006.
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